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|} Introduction - - |

~ There is a considerable lack of published information regarding a behavioural ecology and home range size of the European wildcat (Felis silvestris silvestris)
. because its elusive behavior and life in typically low population densities. However, studies on the space use and habitat selection of threatened species are \
useful for identifying factors influencing individuals fitness and population viability. The aim of the study was to obtain information about wildcat priority

 habitats in order to develop a proper conservation strategy for. European wildcats in Croatia. )
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™\ Methods
Two individuals of wildcat have been tagged with a VHF collar and tracked by telemetry. Their location was determined by the use of triangulation method ’>
. during regular animal tracing procedure. The movement data were analyzed and the index of wildcat’s habitat preference was calculated (the ratio of the & -
time wildcat spentin certain habitats and the presence of these habitats inside individuals home range) (by National Classification of habitats). o<l
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Conclusion ‘
Results of this research contribute to more effective protection of this strictly protected Al
% * animal, i.e. to the protection of habitats that are necessary for its survival. (¢
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